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February 3, 1946, the day that marked an epochal turning point in Japan’s constitutional history, was a

(1)

beautiful Sunday. % |sent to Whitney the essential requirements f01(" constitutional reform, that is, a
2)

note containing his “Three Principles.”

1 ( Emperor is at the head of state.
3)

His succession is dynastic.

(4)
His duties and powers will be exercised in accordance with the Constitution and responsive to the

basic will of the people as provided therein.

2. War as a sovereign right of the nation is abolished. Japan renounces it as an instrumentality for
settling its disputes and even for preserving its own security. It relies upon the higher ideals
which are now stirring the world for its defense and its protection.

No Japanese Army, Navy or Air Force will ever be authorized and no rights of belligerency will

___7_



ever be conferred upon any Japanese force.

3i The feudal system of Japan will cease.
6)

No rights of peerage except those of the Imperial family will extend beyond the lines of those now
existent. v
No patent of nobility will from this time forth embody within itself any National or Civic power of
government.
Pattern budget after British system.

(MLl KOSEKI, Shoichi, The Birth of Japan’s Postwar Constitution.)
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The High Contracting Parties solemnly declare in the names of their respective peoples that they
condemn recourse to war for the solution of international controversies, and renounce it as an instrument
of national policy in their relations with one another.
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“War as a sovereign right of the nation is abolished. The threat or use of force is forever renounced as
a means for settling disputes with any other nation. No army, navy, air force, or other war potential
will ever be authorized and no rights of belligerency will ever be conferred upon the State.”
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