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Tense feeling undoubtedly existed between the Japanese and Chinese military forces. The Japanese, as

was explained to (a)the Commission ..., had a carefully prepared plan to meet ... possible hostilities between
themselves and the Chinese. On the night of September 18th —19th this plan was put into operation with

swiftness and precision. ‘The Chinese in accordance with their instructions ... had no plan of attacking the

—6___.



Japanese troops, or of endangering the lives or property of Japanese nationals at this. particular time or

place. They made no concerted or authorized attack on (b’th‘e Japanese forces, and were surprised by the
Japanese attack and subsequent operations. _

An explosion undoubtedly occurred on or near (c)the railroad between 10:00 P.M. and 10:30 P.M. on
September 18th, but the damage, if any, to the railroad ... was not in itself sufficient to justify military
action. The military operations of the Japanese troops during this night, ... cannot be regarded as a
measure of legitimate self-defense. In saying this the Commission does not exclude the hypothesis that the

officers on the spot may have thought they were acting in self-defense.

Source : Albert C. Ganley, Japan : A Short History (Wayside Publishing, 1989) p.204. Taken from League
of Nations, The Report of the Commission of Enquiry, League of Nations Publication Number C.663. M320,
1932, VI, 71.
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